
SUPPLIES: 

Strathmore 400 Series 
Hardbound Watercolor Art Journal 

8.5 x 5.5"

Daler-Rowney Aquafine 
Watercolor Pan Set 

24 colors

Princeton Velvetouch brush 
round, size 4

Black Permanent Ink Pen  •  White Gel Pen  •  Gold Gel Pen  •  Pencil  •  Kneaded Eraser
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LESSON 2: Be the Light
In video 2 we will explore how to 
use watercoloring in brush lettering.

CREATIVE WATERCOLORING
with Leslie Tieu

https://www.princetonbrush.com/velvetouch-series-3950-princeton-brush-company-brush-3950/
https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com
https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/groups/workshop-2-2020/forum/
https://www.strathmoreartist.com/hardbound-art-journals/id-400-series-watercolor-hardbound-art-journal.html
https://www.daler-rowney.com/aquafine-watercolour-paint/
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Faux Lettering:
Use the following worksheet to familiarize yourself with the technique of faux calligraphy. 
This process is used to mimic brush pen lettering.

Painting Star Shapes:
Using a basic technique for 
painting stars, create small 
clusters of stars on the 
downstroke of each letter 
in the word LIGHT.
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STEPS: 

2.	Using the “faux calligraphy” technique, draw in thicker lines in the word 	
	 “light” where the downstrokes of each letter are. Refer to the additional 	
	 handout if you need more practice!

3.	Use a kneaded eraser to gently lighten the appearance of your pencil lines. 	
	 You want to be able to still see them since they will be guiding 
	 you in your painting.

1.	Using a pencil, write out the words “BE THE” in capital letters and “light” 
	 in cursive.
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5.	Now use the pencil lines to guide you in filling in the rest of the letters with 	
	 paint. Choose a few colors in the same colors of the painted stars. Mix the 	
	 colors together to create a galaxy sky

4.	Paint clusters of stars along the thick downstroke of each letter.
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7.	 Now use a white gel pen to add additional star details to the word light.

8.	Use a monoline pen to write “BE THE” on top of the word “LIGHT”.

6.	Use a gold gel pen to add in a thin drop shadow along the word “light”.
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